JESUS
life and beauty and emotion and love is not a sin. There is no prurience, no impurity like calling it sin and being ashamed of it That Mary or Jesus would gain if Jesus had been conceived in a supernatural way is a Pagan idea. It may have been strengthened by that supposed prophecy in Isaiah, for the evangelists are very anxious to fulfil prophecy, but it is not Jewish at all. Virginity was a reproach to them. The cult of chastity is a cult of nihilism and of fear.
Who was the father of Jesus we do not know, but to that father he must have owed much of his physical nature. For Mary had several children later by Joseph, and they were not remarkable in any way. They did not resemble their elder brother, the greatest thinker who ever lived. They were very commonplace. Jesus was the swan in the duck's nest. Therefore, it is clear that for much of that peculiarity of physique which enabled thought to be so truly manifested in Jesus he was indebted to that unknown father.
It is no use speculating as to who he might have been. The dreadful myths of the virginity of the birth......of Jesus have effectually blocked any information on that point reaching us. That is the worst of untruth, it stifles truth in the beginning so that it can never be resuscitated. Of all the secrets of history I can think of none the discovery of which would be so absorbing as this. But we shall never
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